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BOARD OF TRUSTEES MEETING HIGHLIGHTS 

SCHOOL STARTUP 2021-2022 
Trustees extended their appreciation to 
staff, students, and parents in all GPPSD 
schools for their efforts to support a 
smooth startup to the new school year. 
 
Thanks also to Sean Sargent, the Sargent 
Family Foundation, and Tim Horton’s for 
their generous donation of Tim Horton’s 
Smile Cookies to GPPSD staff and 
students.  Smile cookies are a great treat 
to start the year!  

 

ADVOCACY AND 
ENGAGEMENT 

TRUSTEE VIDEO SERIES  
Trustee’s Nellis, Ouellette and 
Martin, representing the Board’s 
advocacy committee, provided 
the Board an update on August 24 
of the progress of the Election 
2021 Awareness Video Project.   
 
The 6 videos, prepared by each of 
the Trustees on the Board, are 
intended to promote community 
awareness about the importance 
and role of locally elected school 
board trustees. 
 

Watch and Learn 
To learn more about being a 
Trustee, view the video series at 
bit.ly/GPPSDelection2021 
 
Nominations Close September 

20 
The Municipal Election is 

October 18 

 
 

As an act to support reconciliation, Trustees approved a motion made at the 
September 14 meeting to change the school year calendar for the current 
year.  Trustees approved a small adjustment to the school day to allow 
September 30 to become a non-operational day.  This change will allow 
GPPSD staff and students to not attend that day and acknowledge the 
National Day for Truth and Reconciliation.   
 
There will be no other impact to either student or teacher calendars this year. 

Students will continue to attend on all other regularly scheduled days and staff will have all School Improvement Planning 
and Professional Learning time.  The Board also asked for the topics of Truth and Reconciliation and Residential Schools to 
be discussed in division classrooms on September 29. 

 

COVID 19 GUIDELINES UPDATE 
Masking Mandatory for Staff and Students in Gr. 4-12 
The topic of masking in schools was on the agenda for the September 14 
public meeting of the Board of Trustees. Several members of the public 
attended to observe, and presentations were made to Trustees on both sides of the 
issue.  Trustees expressed disappointment the decision to make a public health 
decision has been left to local school boards to consider, and after considerable 
discussion, a motion to re-implement a mandatory masking strategy was defeated.   
 
On Wednesday September 15 however, the Premier of Alberta announced a State 
of Public Health Emergency and introduced new strategies in the province for the 
purpose of minimizing transmission of the COVID-19 virus.  Among the strategies is 
the re-introduction of mandatory masking for all school staff and all students in 
grades 4 – 12, effective Thursday, September 16.  More information will be shared 
by principals with our GPPSD community as the guidelines are updated. 
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